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ALEXANDRIA, VA 22313-1450 



SIR: 



Responsive to the Final Office Action issued in the above-captioned patent application on 
September 29, 2004, and in light of the Request for Continued Examination submitted herewith, 
withdrawal of the rejection of all claims as anticipated or obvious over U.S. Patent 6,233,087, 
Hawkins, alone or in view of U.S. Patent 5,31 1,360, Bloom, is respectfully requested. 

Specifically, Applicants have previously presented, in the form of Declarations 
responsive to the rejection over U.S. Patent, 6,169,624, now withdrawn, evidence tending to 
demonstrate a date of invention of the subject matter claimed in advance of the effective filing 
dates of both the '624 and '087 patents. Those respective filing dates are August 1 1, 1999 and 
December 18, 1998. 

In the Office Action of September 2004, the rejection over U.S. Patent 6,233,087, only, 
alone or in view of the '360 patent, was maintained, it being the position of the Examiner that 
none of the exhibits provided in the Declaration provide any test results to show that the subject 
matter claimed worked for the intended purpose. The Examiner also questions, pages 2-5 of the 



Outstanding Office Action, whether the exhibits submitted demonstrate all the elements of the 



Applicants rely on the evidence originally submitted, together with the Declaration of 
Hunter submitted herewith. Time has not allowed the preparation of an executed Declaration, 
but Applicants submit the unexecuted Declaration herewith, and will submit an executed version 
of the same shortly. This Declaration of Hunter under 37 C.F.R. §1.131 demonstrates that in fact 
the subject matter of the invention was made prior to the effective filing dates of the references 
by the inventors. Accordingly, withdrawal of the rejections for anticipation and obviousness is 
respectfully requested. 
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